


Genesis 37



Now lIsrael loved Joseph more than any of
his other sons, because he had been born
to him In his old age; and he made an
ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw
that their father loved him more than any

of them, they hated him and could not
speak a kind word to him.



Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to
his brothers, they hated him all the more.
He said to them, “Listen to this dream |
had: We were binding sheaves of grain out
In the field when suddenly my sheaf rose
and stood upright, while your sheaves
gathered around mine and bowed down to
1t.”



His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to
reign over us? Will you actually rule
us?” And they hated him all the
more because of his dream and what he
had said.



She kept his cloak beside her until his
master came home. Then she told him this
story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us
came to me to make sport of me. But as
soon as | screamed for help, he left his
cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”



When his master heard the story his wife
told him, saying, “This iIs how your slave
treated me,” he burned with anger. Joseph’s
master took him and put him in prison, the
place where the Kking’s prisoners were
confined.
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But while Joseph was there In the
prison, the Lord was with him; he showed him
kindness and granted him favor Iin the eyes of
the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph
In charge of all those held in the prison, and he
was made responsible for all that was done
there. The warden paid no attention to
anything under Joseph’s care, because
the Lord was with Joseph and gave him
success In whatever he did.
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1. The art of drawing solid objects on a two-
dimensional surface so as to give the right
Impression of their height, width, depth,
and position In relation to each other when
viewed from a particular point.

2. A particular attitude toward or way of
regarding something; a point of view.



Some time later, the cupbearer and the
baker of the king of Egypt offended their
master, the king of Egypt. Pharaoh was
angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer
and the chief baker, and put them in custody In
the house of the captain of the guard, in the
same prison where Joseph was confined. The
captain of the guard assighed them to
Joseph, and he attended them.
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After they had been In custody for some
time, each of the two men—the cupbearer and
the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being
held In prison—had a dream the same night,
and each dream had a meaning of its own.
When Joseph came to them the next morning,
he saw that they were dejected. So he asked
Pharaoh’s officials who were In custody with
him In his master’s house, “Why do you look so
sad today?”
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“We both had dreams,” they answered, ‘“but
there is no one to interpret them.” Then Joseph
said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to
God? Tell me your dreams.” So the chief
cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to
him, “In my dream | saw a vine in front of
me, and on the vine were three branches.



As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its
clusters ripened Iinto grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was
In my hand, and | took the grapes, squeezed

them into Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his
hand.”



“This I1s what it means,” Joseph said to him.
“The three branches are three days. Within
three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and
restore you to your position, and you will put
Pharaoh’s cup In his hand, just as you used to
do when you were his cupbearer.



But when all goes well with you, remember
me and show me kindness; mention me to
Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. | was
forcibly carried off from the land of the
Hebrews, and even here | have done nothing to

deserve being put in a dungeon.”



When the chief baker saw that Joseph had
given a favorable interpretation, he said to
Joseph, “l too had a dream: On my head were
three baskets of bread. In the top basket were
all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the

birds were eating them out of the basket on
my head.”



“This Is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three
baskets are three days. Within three days
Pharaoh will lift off your head and impale your

body on a pole. And the birds will eat away
your flesh.”



Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and
he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up
the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief
baker In the presence of his officials: He
restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so
that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s
hand — but he impaled the chief baker, just as
Joseph had said to them In his interpretation.



The chief cupbearer, however, did not
remember Joseph; he forgot him.






The greatest temptation is the temptation
to despailr.



| never lost faith in the end of the story,” he
said, when | asked him. “l never doubted
hot only that | would get out, but also that
| would prevail In the end and turn the
experience into the defining event of my
life, which, in retrospect, | would not trade.



You must never confuse faith that you will
prevail In the end—which you can never
afford to lose—with the discipline to
confront the most brutal facts of your
current reality, whatever they might be.



When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had
a dream: In the morning his mind was
troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and
wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his

dreams, but no one could interpret them for
him.



Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh,
“Today | am reminded of my shortcomings.
Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and
he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the
house of the captain of the guard.”



Each of us had a dream the same night, and
each dream had a meaning of its own. Now a
young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of
the captain of the guard. We told him our
dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving
each man the interpretation of his dream. And
things turned out exactly as he Interpreted
them to us: | was restored to my position, and
the other man was impaled.



So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was
quickly brought from the dungeon. When he
had shaved and changed his clothes, he came
before Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I
had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But |
have heard it said of you that when you hear a
dream you can interpret it.” “l cannot do Iit,”

Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give
Pharaoh the answer he desires.”



The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all
his officials. So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we
find anyone like this man, one in whom is the
spirit of God?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“Since God has made all this known to
you, there Is no one so discerning and wise as
you.”



“You shall be in charge of my palace, and all
my people are to submit to your orders. Only
with respect to the throne will | be greater
than you.” So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I
hereby put you in charge of the whole land of

Egypt.”



Then Pharaoh took his sighet ring from his
finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He
dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a
gold chain around his neck. He had him ride In
a chariot as his second-in-command, anhd
people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus
he put him in charge of the whole land of

Egypt.



Joseph was thirty years old when he entered
the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And
Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and
traveled throughout Egypt.





